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H E Lord God everlaſting hath gathered us to be @ peo- 
ple, and hath Created us for his praiſe, and formed 
us for himſelf, that we ſhould be, and do, and ſuffer 
according to his good pleaſure , and our Souls can ſay 

even when the Cup of Aſſlictions appears the deepeſt 
for us to drink, not our will, but thy will O Father be done, and 
this is the frame of our Spirit. * . 
And ſeeing we are thus called of God to give our witneſs this day * 
by theſe bonds of ſuffering, we are reſolved into patience and long 
ſuffering and faithfulneſſe, even till the Lord deliver us, for we have 

in good earneſt committed our Cauſe to him, it is ſpread before bim, 

and known to him, let bim do what he will; Ve are aſſured our 

Sighs, and Groans , and Prayers are entred into his Heart, aud 

our Tears are put in his Bottle, and every hour of our afflidions are 

accounted by him, - and our Cauſe is entred into the ſecret of his 

Heart to meditate; And again we ſay, let him ariſe when he pleaſes, 
let bim bring deliverance how he will; for we are not weary of our 
Afflictious though they are great, _ they are for the Lord, for 


Name, his Truth and Worſhip ſak; , and the Love and Zeal 


that we have for him, makes all things ea ſie which we do or ſuffer 
for him, and our affliftions are not worthy tobe compared with that 


weight of Glory, with that fulneſſe of 6097 Peace and Comfort which 
we poſſeſs in our Souls, in ſo much that we can ſay verily the Lord 
is good though men be evil, he is Merciful, Compaſſionate, and. 
full of loving Kin ineſſe, Gentleneſs, and all good Virtues, though 
men be hard- hearted, cruel, and full of deſpite againſt his People, 
and our God is wot wanting to us in that very moment when men 


1 Puts up their hearts in harduefs and will not hear our cry, and it is 


enely the kindneſs of the Lord by which our Souls and Bodies live 
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FO IHE READER 
this day, and therefore be is worthy, he is worthy, and we afcribe 
unto him Honour and Glory , Auihority and Power , now and for 
ever more. | 8 . EA > 
Reader, Neceſſity requires the publiſhing of theſe things for the 
information and ſatisfacton of the world, and to prevent the many 
falſe retorts that otherwiſe may go abroad concerniag theſe things, 
and ſ.ch i en love totryth in all Caſes, that we would have all to 
know the truth of al things related ro us, and we hope none can | 
juſtly be offended hereat , for ſeeing that ſich and ſuch things are |] 
ſaid of us in the world, ax if we were a people not fit to live, theres. 
fore it is expedjent that we publiſh the proceedings of others towards 
1s, and our proceedings towards ethers, which we deſire to do in- 
genion ſiy, and as truly as God hath giten us underſtandings to do, 
and when, what we have ſaid and done towards others, and what 
others have ſaid and done. towards us, are brought to | ght and 
truly conſidered; The judgement therefore we mult leave to the git= 
neſſe of God in all people, for this is our day of Tryal, and we deſire ' 
3 that all may know how it is witbus, who are ſuch as fear the li- 
ing God, and fears not what man can do unto 1. 


| Newgate 22d. of the 5th. Month, 163. | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory co Alderman Richord Brower, 


ec: Ritcmnand Brown, . :* * 8 | 

F thou art not ſealed np already for deſt ruction, and if repentance ' 
be not utterly hid from thy ee, The Lord cor vert thee, and «| 
forgive thee of all thy hard and cruel dealing towards us, we defire thy 
repent ance rather then tiy deſiruciion, and the Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth give judgement of final determination between thee aud 
us, that all the earth may know whether thy Cauſe againſt us, or 

eur cauſe be juſt before him who onely is the Righteous ; 3h 


—B 
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A brief Account of the cruel and barbarous manner of the taking 
and impriſoning ef the People of God (called guakers ) beginning 
at the eleventh day of the moneth called May, 1662. untill the 

fifth of the 5th, noneth called July, under pretence ef executing 
the late Ad of Parliament, | Es 


T hath aiwayes been the portion of thoſe: who. will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus to ſuffer perſecution, Cand 
as it. bath been (o it is) he that is born and lives 
* after the fleſh, perſecutes him that is born, and lives in 
and after the ſpirit, and ſuch are thoſe of whom chis is a 
Relation. 278. | )).. $1405] 
| Upon the eleventh day of the Month called May, 1667, 
j divers perions (called Suakers) were met together in the 
peace and fear of God, according to the Example of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, in a houſe in 70bns-ſtreet Middleſex, in 
the Pariſh of Sepulchers London, there came inctortheir Aſſem- 
1 bly one Phi ip Miller in a rude and boiſtrous manner, who 
laid hold with violence upon ſeveral perſons called Quakers, 
and commanded the Rabble who attended him for that ſer- 
vice toſecure whom he pleaſed, the which they were ready 
to do, although the ſaid Miller was no Officer, neither had 
any Order or Warrant for his ſo doing, onely to colour his 
wickedneſs he fetched a Conſtable, who was not willing to 
1 come becauſe he had no Warrant, yet was forced to go a- 


long with him becauſe of his threats; and the ſaid Miller 
commanded the Conſtable to go along with him, and the 
fivg Priſoners, with thoſe of his company that he thought 
good to guard them, and carried them before Juſtice Poel 
(ſo called) who committed them without any reproof to 
the ſaid Miller for his wicked, illegal and cruel dealing a- 
gainſt the innocent, though he was informed of his mif-' 
2 » but ſent the perſons aforeſaid to New pri- 
FE ON.. 101 
„ And _ the third day following, being the 13. of the 
month aforeſaid, the ſaid Miller did again in his former 

2 manner 


| 6 | | 
manner, come into the ſame place, where were met together 
a (mall company of the people aforeſaid in the peace and 
fear of God; and after a little ſpace began to pull and beat 
ſome there preſent, having a long cane in his hand, becauſe 
they would not depart at his command, and took whom he 
pleaſed and charged the Conſtables whom he brought along 
wich him to ſecure them and take chem into cuſtody; the 
Conſtables themſelves being moderate and unwilling to 
meddle, having no Warrant or Authority requiring them 
ſo to do, neither doth the late A& of Parliament require it 
of them, the name of a Conſtable not being mentioned 
throughout the whole Act, neither particularly nor in com- 
prehenſive terms, as was manifeſt to them in reading of the 
Act before them; Vet notwithſtanding the ſaid Miller 
threatned the Conſtables, and pulled and haled whom he 
pleaſed, and commanded the Conſtables as if he had been 
an Officer and they ſuch as were to be commanded by him, 
and for want of an order was this diſorder committed, and 
the innocent abuſed ; and the Juſtice before whom they 
were carried as aforeſaid would take no notice of the inju- 
ries and violence offered to them; but the next day being 
a Seſſions at Hicks-hall for Middleſex, he ſent them thither 
without Mittemus or Warrnt, taking their words for the 
night before to come to his houſe that morning, which ac- 
cordingly they performed, and ſent away to Hicks-hall as 
aforeſaid, where after ſome examination by the Juſtices, 
nine of them were committed to new Priſon, notwithſtand- 
ing the Act of Parliament under pretence of which they 
were committed doth not give power to Juſtices of Peace 
in Counties to commit before conviction, as was urged to 
them by the Priſoners at the bar, they being reſtrained by 
the ſaid Act, onely to proceed as in caſe of treſpaſs, (but 
otherwiſe they may proceed in Corporations) yet were the 
Priſoners committed to New Priſon where they remained 
for ſome dayes, and then were ſent to Newgate, where th 
are now continued, but were firſt indited at the Seſſions a- 
foreſaid. „ e 

And upon the 25. of the month aforeſaid, there were ta- 

ken from the Bull and Mouth 39. perſons called Quakers, 


(7) 

by Captain Reeves (fo called) and ſome Souldiers who ac- 

companied him for that ſervice, they violently ruſhed into 
the meeting with Musquets, Swords drawn and other wea- 

ü ns, who with violence pulled down him that was declar- 


ing in the fear and power of God; as alſo another who defi- - 


red him to ſhew his order for his ſo doing, to whichthe ſaid 
Reeves replyed he would not in that place, for indeed he 
could not asafterward appeared, yet he with his Souldiers 
_ violently haled ſeveral perſons out of the meeting and car- 
ried them away, and as he went, forced others to go along 
with him out of the Streets, though they were not at the 
meeting, and carried them all into Pauls Yard, and cauſed a 

uard to be ſet about them where they continued till cheir 
Publick worſhip was ended there, and when it was done then 
Sir Richard Brown (ſo called) came unto the place where the 
Priſoners were guarded, then the ſaid Reeve ſeparated four 
of the Priſoners from the reſt and cauſed them to be con» 
veighed tothe ſaid Major General, who as ſoon as he be- 
held chem, was fo tranſported with paſſion, that in great 
rage and fury laid hands firſt on a very aged perſon , and 


with violence pulled him down by the hat brims, ſo he ſer- 


ved him twice, and the laſt time theſaid aged man quite 
loſt his hat which he valued at thirty ſhillings ; he alſo ſer» 
ved another in like manner, and 2 Souldier (whether by 


his command or not he knows) ſtruck this laſt perſon on 


the bare head with a piſtol a great blow) and in like man» 
ner (the ſaid Major General) uſed the other two, but ne- 


ver called or examined the reſt, neither were any of che four 


laſt mentioned examined, concerning any _ or offence 
by them done or committed, but forthwith fe 


received by the Goaler withouc Mittimgę or Ord 


ting, where they were kept for ſ. hat their rela- 
tions and acquaintance maily. ve not ſuffered to 
| | ons ofthe Priſoners re- 
quires it, they being generally Tradefmgn and Maſters of fa- 
eir daily labour, 


come at them, thaugh the co 


milies, and others. poor who lived by- 


who now do not onely ſuffer themſelves but their whole. 
families with them, and all this not oucly agsinſt Lay, bur 


936 8 | 


at then all 
to Nemgate by Souldiers, which was done accordingig#gnd © 


becauſe for conſcience ſake they cannot forſake the Aſſem- 
blies of the People of God, to worſhip him according: as 
they are perſwaded in their hearts and conſciences, who 
have no other end in their Meeting together, but to edifie 


ane another in the knowledge of Gods wayes and mind, and 


of the truth hereof the God of Heaven is witneſs, yet for 
no other cauſe they remain priſonersin- Newgate as afore- 
fei. 2 l #157 3 . 
Aud upon the day aforeſaid were taken from th: ſnaile 
in Towetſtreet by Souldiers without any Warrant cwenty 
one perfons called Quakers, for no other things then the 
cauſes aſoreſaid; and were carried dy the faid armed men 
to the Exchange, and there kept for ſome time, and then 


\ ft 


' +. Carried before Richard Brown as aforeſaid, who laid violent 


Ibis Perſon 
was inC ap- 


hands onſome of them, and did. kick and ſtrike others, and 
ordered one to be put among the F ellone, becauſe he reply. 
ed to R. Broms (when he the ſaid Major General ſmote the 
priſoner with his fiſt on the face, and kicked him on the ſhin) 
and ſaid, what Richard, wilt thou turn murderer? thou did- 
eſt not do ſo when I was aSouldier under thy Command at 


tain Prat /s Abingdon, and thou commanded me wich others to ſearch 


Company 
there. 


by their dayly labours as aforeſaid. 


peoples houſes for Pyw and Roaſt- meat, becauſe they kept 
Chriſt-maſs (as x holy time) and brought the perſons pri- 
ſoners to the guard, for obſerving the ſame; Then one 
ſtanding by that was ſuppoled to be of his Family, ſaid 
there is an Aliuadon bird, then: Richard Brown ſaid he is a 
Rogue for all that, and ſtruck him with his: fit under the 
chin, whereupon another priſoner ſaid what a Magistrate 


and ſtrike / upon which the Major General laid boch his 


hands upon his hat brims to pull him to the ground, and 
then commanded the Souldiers to take them all away and 
carry them to Nemgate, che which. they did without Mitti- 
mus or Order in writing, where they remain ſteily! keptʒ 
their Relations and Friends for ſome dayes denyed to come 
unto them, though they be Tradeſmen and fuch as live 
And upon the ſame day were taken fix perſons called 
Quakers out of their Meet iſig near Wheeler Street by Souls 


diers in the manner aforeſaid, and for no other cauſe then 


meeting 


Eh. ME ooh. EY. AE. x: nd 


"a 
Le n i 
y I 5 
. 


— 


uy 


-meeting together as aforeſaid, and were carried before the 


Lieutenant of the Tower, who committed them to Newgets 
where they remain priſoners, ou Vt ap 
Upon the firſt day of the fourth month called June, being 


- . thefirſt day of the week, the people of God, in ſcorn called 


lakers, were met together in the Bull and Month, according 
to their uſual manner, that place being their own. hired 
houſe, where they have kept their peaceable Meetings for 
the Worſhip of God theſe many years. And being that day 
met in the fear of God with their hearts lifted up towards 


him, and a Servant of God amongſt them being declaring 


the Word of the Lord, in order to the Salvation of Man- 
kind, that ſinners might be converted unto: God, and the 
Saints ſtrengthened in the Faith which gives victory over 
all the World, the pretious Power and Preſence of the 
Lord God being amongſt them in their meeting, to the edi- 
fication of the Aſſembly of the Saints, in the very interim 
ruſhed into the houſe, and amongſt them a company of rude 


Soulders, very violently running upon the people, coming 


in with Swords drawn, lighted Matcher, and in a war- like 
poſture, and marched with much threats up the Meeting, 


cChuling and kicking the people as they paſſed, till they 


came to him that was declaring in the fear of God as afore- 
ſaid, violently falling upon him with Swords, and Muſquers, 
and Pikes advanced towards him, (who yet ſeemed as little 
to fear them, as they ſeemed to fear God, which was no- 


thing at all) and rudely and violently they pulled him down 


from the place where he ſtood, ratling Swords and Muſ- 


of quets over his head (though no harm he obtained; but that 


was more Gods providence: then their favour: } and:they 
paſſionately haled him away out of the Meeting without 


moderation, pitty or man- like compaſſion, re joycing as if 


they had obiained a Noble Victory, in that (cowards-like) 


a company of rudely armed fellows had made a vapour with 


drawn Swords and cocked Muſquets, among a Meeting of 
the poor people of God, who had hardly (it may be) as 


much as a knife amongſt them, and whom they knew would 
not lift up a hand againſt them, and had domineered much 
like the Simile, When a company of Dogs goes among ja 
„ | B N 
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fock of ſheep. Well but they OO aſked their Priſoner (thus 
unhumanely taken ) by force of Arms along, till they 
brought him totheir Captain. at the main Guard ar- Pauls, - 
vo rook him into cuſtody, and without any.cxamingtion 
committed him. Priſoner to the Guard; And then the Soul- 
diers returned again to the Bull and Mouth, where their V- 
pours, and Threats, and Carriages, were much like as be- 
fore ãs mentioned; and che Meeting being ſtill kept toge- 
ther, they apprekended to more of che Friends, aud in 
like manuer haled them out, and carried them to Puuls, and 
committed them alſo to the main Guard for ſome hours, 
till the Captain came to them and told them he was to ſend 
them to Newgate immediately , to whom the Priſoners re- 
plyed, they conceived he had no Legal Power toſend them 
to Priſon ; they expe&ed firſt to be brought before ſome 
Civil Magiſtrate of the City; and before im charged wich 
ſome breach of Law-, and duly and orderly proceeded wich- 
all according to the Law of the Land ere they were (ent to 
Newgate, telling the -Gaptain what bad Military men to do 
with chem, and hy ſhould. Souldiers 'meddle with them 
contrary to the good Laws of the Land, che told him chey 
were civil men and not fonnd in Arms, and if they had 
broke any Law, the cogniſance thereof pertaiued to the Ma- 
yor or ſome Magiſtrate of the Law of che City; As for Souls 
diers, what had they to do with us, and why ſhonld: they 
uſurp Authority by Military power over Free- en? Andto 
this purpoſe Objected againſt the proceedings; but 
ſuch was the diipoſit ion of the Captain, that Euglih Law 


and Freedom might as well have been pleaded to a Turk in 


Turkey, as to him in that place, for he ſeemed veſolved to 
obey his Major Gent ral, by whoſe commiſſion be acted, and 
notwithſtanding what of Reaſon or Law could be faid, he 
cauſed a party of his men to conduſt his ſaid three Priſo- 
 nfrstoNewgeate, where the Goaler received them without 
asking who they were, whence chey came, or forwharthey - 
were ſent ; and being detained there for ſome hours, the 
Souldiers came for them again , and took them out, and 
guarded them to Sir Richard Brown z (ſo called) where com- 
ing before him, he asked their names and places, c. and 
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aol cure bs Parrot, Whats you have been at Nome to fubwert, 
in 


but recalling himſelf ſaid, to convert the Pope, Jobn told him, 
He had fuffered at Rome for the Teſtimony of Jeſns, to 
to which R. Brown replyed, If ye had converted the Pope to your 
Religion, I ſhould bave likgd him far worſe then I do now, but 


Jan replyed, God would have liked him better; But after 


8 


{ome more ſhort diſeourfe, being told by t hem, he did not 


proceed duly according to the lat e Act of Parliament againſt 
us; He committed them to Newgate, to which place they 


were guarded again by the Souldiers, and was there kept 


for ſome an fo cloſe, that their friends and acquain- 


tance were 
prad&ife was abhorred by che Heathen, as may be ſeen by 


r ſome time denyed to come to them, which 


cheir carriage unto Pam recorded in the Ads of the Apoſtles, 


where the Magiſtrates eommanded their fritids and acquain - 
tance ſhould not be forbidden to come to tem- 


And upon the day aforefaid, were violently and by Ar- 


med men taken from Mile-end out of a Meeting by Souldi- 
ers, ſeveral perſons ( called Quakers) that were aſſembled 


in the Peace and Fear of God, and carried before the Lieu- 


tenant of the Tower, and by him ſent eo New Priſon, be- 
ing thirteen in aumbet, ef which ſome were talten by the 
way, and one was taken in the Tower, onely for coming to 


ſee what became of his friends, in which Priſon they remain, 
their relations and friends for ſome time denyed to come 


- 


unto them. et SEN, 
And upon the eight day of the fourth month called June, 
were taken from the Meeting near Fheeler ſtreet ¶Aſſembled 


in the Peace and Fear of God) fourteen of the people cal- 
led Quakers, by Souldiers, and carried mer ene on 


Lieucenane ef the Tower, who committed t to New 
Priſon where they remain, cheir uſage is in manner as a- 


foreſaid, ſome of them are now in the common Goal. 


Aud upon the ſame day aforefaid, were taken by Souldi- 


ers from Mile-end eighe perſons called Quakers, out of a 


peaceable Meeting there, and carried before the ſaid N 
Robtrſon Lieutenant of che Tower, . 


—— —é * 
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ted them to New Priſon, where they remain ſtrict and cloſe 
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kept,.2nd their relations not ſuffered to come unto them, | 


but fometimes as aforeſaid. - - . | 
And upon the fifteenth of the month called June, the peo- 
ple of. God called Quakers, being met at the Bull and Mouth 
che uſual place of their. aſſembling z in the Peace and Fear 
dk God, There came into their Meeting one Cox, ſaidto be 
@ Wine; cooper in Seethin-lane with certainSouldiers follow- 
ing him with Swords drawn, in a Rude, Cruel and Barba - 
rous manner, beating both men and women, regarding 
neither. Age or Sex, and breaking alſo che houſhold- ſtuff co 
pieces that was there; whereupon one preſent acked him if 


he had any Order or Warrant ſor what he did, they being 


al wa yes willing to obey all legal proceedings, but inſtead of 
ſhewing any Order, the ſaid Cox ſtruck the party on the 
face, and commanded the Souldiers to take him to the 
Guard; and when they had done beating and exercifing ; 
their cruelty upon the innocent, they forced them out of 


the Meeting, without doers, being two men called Quakers, 


who were ſorely bruiſed and beaten, they not being willing 


to go without a Warrant or Order ſhewed unto them, the 


Souldiers carried them both upon Muſquets into Pauls yard, 
and when they laid them down, they dragged one of them 
by che heels on his back and head in a very inhumane man. 
ner; This being done, the ſaid Wine- cooper was heard to 
ſay, He would go get a cup of Sack,, for theſe Devils had even 
wearied him out; And no marvel he was weary, for he laid; 
on with what ſtrength he had until his breath was nigh 


gone. Vet for all this the innocent people being ſupported 


by the power of God, preſently entred the Meeting again, 
and there continued in Gods Peace and Fear together for 


about one hours ſpace, and then de darted in the pure re- . 
freſhings of Gods Life one in another. The two friends 


vuVere as aforeſaid committed to Nemgate. 


And upon the ſame day in the afternoon at the place "th 
foreſaid were taken by Souldiers three Friends out of 2 


' peaceable Meeting there, and.chrult by force int Nemgate, 
the Gozler Scale of them qithout Mittimus or Order 
the Souldi 


(onely fro diers) and being asked why he would 


Keep them Priſoners, having go Order for it, _ ONS 


ECG } 


UMI 


s 


ade ot 


- quorum 3 But how can Law be obſerved when Juſtice is ab- 


| i F C1 | | 
he would keep them untill he Baa an Order, or words to 
that purpoſe, and accordingly did ſo to the Seſſions, and 
yet remain, : 7 10 
And upon the ſame day was taken out of a houſe in 41. 
derſgate Street, where ſome people called Quakers were 


aſſembled in the peace and fear of God, as at other times, 
- fix perfons by Souldiers without a Warrant, or Order, and 


being asked for an order, one lift up his Muſquet, ſaying, this 
is my order, and carried them forthwith by force and vi- 
olence to Newgate where they remain, never being carried 
before any Magiſtrate at all co be examined, and ſo received 
and detained by the keeper as aforeſaid. MET 251 > 
And in the Morning at the ſame houſe about the tenth 

hour came the ſaid Cox Wine Cooper, by ſome called an 


Officer, with ſeveral Souldiers, who drew his Sword and 


entred the houſe with violence, notwithſtanding there was 
no meeting there that morning, he in a rude and barbar- 
cus manner threw the houſhold-ſtuff up and down, to the 
endangering the woman of the houſe, who eſcaped narrow- 
ly from being ſpoyled by a forme that was thrown; then 
he wencup into the Chamber and ſearched ar his pleaſure, 
pretending for arms, the man of the houſe asked him for 
his Order, and anſwer was returned, this is my Order, 
holding out his ſword, ſo with many threatning, baſe unci- 
vil words uttered unto the people of the houſe, he and his 


Souldiers departed. ..  . 


And upon the ſame day were taken out of a houſe in 


Mile-end, where the people of God called Quakers' were 
Aſſembled in the Peace and Fear of God as at other times, 
by Souldiers in a rude and wicked manner, haled five per- 
ſons to their Court of Guard, who kept them there ſome. 
time, and afterward carried them before Foby Robinſon 
Lievetenant of the lower, who asked them whether they 
would take the Oath of Allegiance, who anſwered, (nay, ) 
whereupon he (ent them to Newgate where they remain, 
though the Act of Parliament ſaith ic ſhould be duely and 
lawfully tendred, which is not done without two Juſtices 
of the Peace being preſent, whereof one is to be of the 


ſent, 
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ent, or Gods Law 8 who regard not their 
: And upon the fame day at the time and place aforeſaid, 
were taken by the fame Souldiers, two little boyes, one a- 
bout the age of thirteen years, and the other about the 
age of fixteen or ſeventeen, who were brought before the 
ſaid Lievetenant of the Tower, where one preſent told 
him he ſuppoſed they were not of the age of fixteen years, 
which according to the Act they ought to be, otherwiſe 
they are not puniſhable by che ſaid AR, to which che Liev- 
tenant anſwered, they were old enough to be whipt, and 
they ſhould be whipt out of their Religion, and ſo ſene 
them to new Bridemell, where the next day they were put 
wich their armes into the Stocks, and there pinched wich 
— cruelty for two hours that their wriſts were much 
fwelled, and all this was executed upon them becauſe they 
would not anſwer their wills in working, which they could 
not do to fulfil their luſt, they eating nothing at their 
eharge, but being ſupported by che power of God, they 
were not daunted by all they could do unto them, and 
they are ſtill in the ſaid Priſon, rejoycing they are found 
worthy to ſuffer, and have written to all Friends Children 
to be faithful in bearing their Teſtimony for the Lord a- 
gainſt all wickedneſs and unrighteouſneſs, whereby is ful- 
filled that ſaying of the Holy Scripture, Out of the mouthes- 
of Babes and Sucklings he will perfect his Praiſe. | 7 4 
Alſo upon the 22. day of the 5. Month, che People of 
God being met together to Worſhip him at the Bull and 
Mouth the uſual place of their Meeting, and being peacea - 
bly fitting together, there came in 2 party of Captain 
Bredfhawes Souldiers in a rude violent manner, accordiag to 
their cuſtome, and violently pluckt him down that was 
7 ſpeaking, and pulled him and haled him vo Priſon, knock- 
1 üng and abuſing People in a rude inhumane manner, lay- 
ing hands violently on a Perſon being at prayer, and ha- 
ving carried the aforeſaid Perſon to Friſon; they came a- 
gain and took another Friend to Priſon in the like manner, 
and kept them till the evening, and then one of chem was 
brought before Alderman Brown, who committed him to : 
ite Newgate, where he remains till this day. 


fome private dwellings, whereof 2. or 3. doores were bro. 


diſcharged, becauſe he was fick in Bridewell nigh unto death, 


E xcbange, where we were a langhing-ftockto rude Souldiers 


tree i re EE EE LS IH RARE » 


from whence we were ſent to Bridewell with a Mittimus to 


that Mittimus was changed for another, wherein we were 
charged for unlawful Aſſembling our ſelves to Worſhip, and 


if found guilty, or otherwiſe diſmiſſed or diſcharged; we 
were contrary to all Law in that capacity of Prifoners 


hs * 1 K * _ * 3 — — * 9 * 


The Ceſc Samuel Fiſher and faur more Friends called Duakc . 
| ſent to Bridwell by Richard Brown, and now Priſoners i- 
Newgate, namely, Samnel Goodaker, Henry Green, 
: John Grimſhur, John Howel., 


FAN the 21th. day of Mey, 1662. There came TH | 
Knoles and Fohn Herbert of the Pariſh of Andrew 
burn, and other Muſqueters with [their naked ſwords 
by them, and finding four of us (and one more who is fince 


vis. William Ames of Amfterdam in Holland in 2. or 3. ſever- 


al houſes without ſhewing any Warrant when demanded, 
bac their —— which they threatningly held up at us, 


ſaying, do not atk us for Warrant, this is our Warrant; 
took us away by force and arms, and marched us firſt to 
P al Len we were a lauphing-ſtock- to the Souldjers 
fomewhile, and from thence thorow Cheapſide to the old 


another while, and from thence back again up Chee; fide and 
thorow Newgate- Market to Richard Browns houſe in Toy Lane, 


be kept at hard labour at firſt, though the next morning 


required to be kept unleſs we gave ſureties to appear, to the 
next Seſſions, (Et T2 | 15 1 
After fix weeks abode there to the great endammaging, | 
and almoſt utter undoing of ſome of us, being Country men - 
whoſe buſineſs cannot go on in our abſence , We were pre- 
ſented at the Bar at the SeſſionsHouſe in old Baylif on Tueſ- 
day July 1. Where inſtead of having our expected and de- 
manded tryal as concerning what was charged againſt us, 
that we might either be ſencenced aceorchng tothe Law, 


— 


BL . 3 
wherein we ſtood) PROT, to take the Oath of Allegience, 
as che only buſineſs (as the Deputy Recorder (aid ) which 


we were brought chither for: And when it was demanded 


chat the Law might be read by virtue of which they reg ui⸗ 
red us then and there to take the ſaid Oꝛth (MWhichaas yet 
e had no way refuſed) it was promiſed us by the Deꝑnty 


and the Court, that the Law ſhould be read tous, inſtead of 


v h ich t hey ordered the Clerk to read only the form of the 


Oath it ſelf, but would not permit the Law for the ny 


of it to be read at all; but before we had either declare 


dur willingneſs to take it, or our refufall of it, we were 


commanded to be taken away, whereupon the Officers pul- 
ling us away with violence, to the throwing ſome of us 


down upon the ſtones before the face of the Court, out ot 


hs. 


which as he paſſed Samuel Fiſher ſpake to this purpoſe, vize- 


Take notice People, that we have not yet refuſed to take 
the Oath, but the Court refuſeth co perform their promiſe, 
that the Statute for it ſhould be read, which they made but 
juſt now before you all; If ſuch doings as this ever proſper, 


it muſt be when there is no God, © | 


As for Jobn Howel, he was ſent to Bridewell to work by 


Richard Brown, becauſe he did not tell him on the ſudden 
what was his name, and being demanded at the Court why 


he did not tell his name, he replyed he was beaten and abu- . 


ſed in the preſence of Richard Brown when he was brought 
before him; Richard Brown asking him wherein were you 
abuſed, he replyed blood was drawn on me in thy preſence, 
which thing ought not to be done in the preſence of a Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace; Richard Brown replyed to this purpoſe, 
viz, Hold your prating or there ſhall as much be done a- 
gain here in the preſence ofche Court. 1 4 
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FNN the fi;ft day of the week, and 25th, of the 4th, month, 


h 
1662. At the Bull and Mouth there came in a band of 


— — 


Souldiers with Swords and Muſquets and other Weapons, | 
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end they uſed not a little erucity with wild, violent Scion: 
- againſt the peaceable, innocent and barmleſs'people of the. 
Living and True God, that in quietneſs and Gods reve- 
rence and fear were met together; but the Souldiers with 
much rage did handle them roughly, and toſſed their ho- 
ies unhumanly up and down from place to place without 
mercy to either Men, Women 6r Children, and ſo they 
drove them forth of the meeting Room, and they carried 
me [who teſiſted not evil but gave place to wrath ſeeing it 
was ſo] together with four more to Pauls Tard, where for 
ſome hours we were kept in hold, and from thence ſent to 
'] Newgate, without appearing firſt before a Magiſtrate, and 
in che ſaid Evening we were fet forth with Souldiers and 
. | had before Richard Brown, to whom I ſpake theſe words in 
_ 1]  thegentle meekneſs of Chrift, ſaying, Let the fear of God 
and his peace be ſet up in thy heart, but he made light of 
the ſame and 1 and ſaid he had rather hear a dag 
bark, with much ſuch like ſcoffing terms; He charged me 
with the breach of the Kings Law in meeting together, I 
ſaid on this wiſe, The Servants of God in the Apoſtles 


1 dayes were commanded toſpeak no more in the Name of 
n | TJelus, and they anſwered (and ſo do I) whether it be bet- 
3 ter to obey God or man judge ye; and the matter con- 
1 cerning the three Children and Daniei, that with ſtood 
t | the decreesof Kings in ſuch like caſes of conſcience to- 
U | wardsGod, [I alſo ſpake befare him, but oh how he ſport- 
3 ed himſelf in lightneſs and folly and cruelty, whileſt he 
p ſate commanding toſmite'and buffer me on the face, and a- 
; buſed me before him which they did not ceaſe to do in his 


fighr; Four or five times they haled me to the ground and 
abuſed my body at their feet, and ſinote me with wicked 
fits, and rung my neck ſo as if they would have murther- 
ed me in his preſence to do him a pleaſure, being men as 
if he had on purpoſe educared them for ſuch nnreaſonable 
and diſhonourable ſervice before his face againſt the inno- 
cent; Nowl ſeeing that they were not then capable of re- 
ceiving a word from Gods Counſel, furely my heart was 
broken, and in the ſame Icryed ſecretly to the God of m 
innocency with tears being grieved for the hardneſs of 
REAC... 0 , 


A 
2 


— 


Aud after the ſame manner (inftead of juſtice and merey) 
was my friends oppreſſed & abuſed in the houſe in his pre- 
ſence, and before the face of Richard Brown, who forthwit h 


_ Having neither juſtice nor merry to miniſter,ſent us to New- 
1 b 


the truth of Jeſus, 


10. Priſon again, even as lambs worried with wol ves and as 


ſheep for the laughter; Now I had not been but about 14. 


dayes arrived in Exgland my own Nation, and to the behold- 
ers of theſe proceedings before R. Brown, I ſaid on this wiſe, 
if Turks, an d Heathens were here to ſee cheſe actions, in the 


* ** 


preſence of aMagiſtrate thats called a Chriſtian at leaſt hey 


might be aſhamed, if they did not defie and abhor, a | 
blaſpheme the God of a true Chriſtians life, becauſe of ſuch 

bruitiſh and diſhonourable actions and proceedings; But 
ſome of the moderate beholders being ſmitten with tender- 
neſs, drew near and ſaid that they were grieved to the heart 

to ſee the ſame. So after this manner, not only we were 
taken from meeting together in the fear and worſhip of the 
true and living God, but alſo from priſon and from judge- 
ment; a5 they have done unto me ſo will they do unto you, ſaith 
Jeſus our Lord; and ſo the Scriptures of truth we witneſs 
fulfilled, which turns to us for a teſtimony, not only againſt 
the particular proceedings of R. B. but alſo againſt the 
world, becauſe the deeds thereof are evil, and becauſe of 
which we alſo ſuffer, even for the clear, pure teſtimony of 


* — * 


And of the 5th. day of the 4th, month were we called to 
the Seſſions, and in the firſt place the Court ordered and 
demanded of us to put in ſureties to appear at the next Seſ- 
ſions or go to priſon; when they had read their inditement, 
nor any witneſs appearing againſt us, ſave R. B. on the judg- 
ment Seat, Aten demanded to fee the Inditement 
firſt, and thereby to convince us of doing either good or evil 
before the people, which the Magiſtrates upon the judgement 


| feat ought to have done, (as I in the fear and authority of 


Gdd demanded) albeit as to my own particular, together 
with many friends more we were well ſatisfied in well doing 
and guiltleſneſs in the anſwer 5 conſcience, then it 
was anſwered there was no inditement, and therefore the 
Oath was immediatly tendered to us as a ſnare, for ſo much 


* OY 


© 
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as they knew chay we could not ſwearat all either foror a. 


gainſt our ſelves or any man, and therefore committed and 
hurried away to Priſon again, there to abide; without bayle 


till we ſwear, as ſaith the Callender, and therefore à child 


that hath but the leaſt ſpark of a cleat underſtanding may 


ſee what Juſtice and Judgement is brought forth by R. E. 


1 


whether good or evil, let all the upright in heart Judge. 


D. Baker. 
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The Caſt of Charles Baley, with three friends more apprehended 
Ne the 25th, of the qt h. mont bz. | 


the old Baley( where the Seſſions were then held) to hear 
the Cauſe of our innocent Brethren who there were 
brought for the Teſtimony of a good conſcience, and there 
being arrained at the Bar, it was obſerved that they had not 
the liberty given them as common fellons and murtherers 
had as we with many more were eye witneſſes; for inſtead 
of ſhewipg the cauſe of their Impriſonment, as was then defi- 
red by them pleading that they had not then ſeen their ac- 
cuſers , but inſtead of anſwering this their reafonable re- 
Jueſt they were fought to be inſnared by and with another 
thing then was firſt pretended againſt them, but as they ur- 
ped to ſee their acculers face to face, the Oath of Allegi- 
ance was tendredto them, they anſwered, they came not 
there to accuſe themſelves, but deſired firſtto be eleered, 


or at leaſt ſhewed the eauſe of their being brought before the 


Bench at that time, & | 


And it being fo as aforeſaid, that my ſelf wich three 
Friends more were in the back-fide of a Merchants Shop 
not within the Seſſions Court, yet notwithſtanding we were 

there aꝑprehended by ſome Officers and brought before the 


Bench, who commanded that we ſhould be brought before 


_ Them, and they inquired of us our Names, but the Friends 
_ with me not heing contious in themſelves of having done 
e Fence ta,c 
2 IS the 


wrong unto: 


2 


Irbens fo that my ſelf and other three Friends came to 


+ . 
- 


1 1 
the Spirits of men are ſee rather to infnare the Iunoeent 


then to relieve the oppreſſed, for which reaſons they refu- 
ſed to give in their names; but deſiring firſt to know the 
cauſe of there being brought there, but none would or in- 


deed could juſtly be ſnewed them; but I being a Foreigner 


was free in my ſelf to tell my Name and place of abode 
which was in Mary-Land in Virginia, yet notwichſtanding 


the Oath was tendred unto me, and I urged to take it con- 
trary tothe command of Chriſt, who ſaith ſwear not at all, 


whole righteous command I prefer before the threats and 
commandments of men, chuſing rather to fuffer for this 
cauſe with the Innocent people of God thento injoy any 
Liberty whatſoever ; And thus we ſtandipg in our integrity 

were committed to Newgate, from whence a ſecond time we 
were brought before the Judges who were only our aecu- 
ſers, and I being urged to ſwear the ſecond. time, not with- 
ſlandingꝑ that I gave chem clearly to know that was a For- 


rener, and for this caule and no other that l know of am 


committed priſoner without bayle until I ſwear, where I 
wait with my dear Friends in patience untill God ariſe and 
plead our cauſe. | VVV 


Ly 


.'T F Aving heard in the former part of the Tryal of the 


ſame Friends aforeſaid, and alſo of the apprehend» 


ing and impriſoning of us, and what violent uſage we have 


endured in our Meetings as is before declared by armed 


men and rude Souldiers and Military Power which is illegal 
and directly contrary to the antient Laws of the Land, and 


to the Kings late Proclamation of the 17th. of Fan. 1660. 
which expreſly prohibits all Officers and Souldiers to ceaze 
upon, moleſt or trouble any of the Kings Subjects, unleſs it 
be upon a ſuddain and actual Rebellion and Inſurrection, 
and by the ſame Procla mation they are charged and com- 


manded in theſe words, that no Officers nor Souldiers do 


preſume to apprehend or ſecure any perſon or perſons, nor 
to ſearch any houſes withour a lawful Warrant under the 
hand and ſeal of ſome one or more of the Lords of the pri- 


vy Counſel, or Juſtices of the Peace in their reſpective Li- 


erties; And we will that the ſaid Warrants be directed to 
- g | | 1 lome 


—B ot ter 2O&; hid 


PPP iin 7 K F 


about leyen ſcore of us, which is alſo contrary to che Kings 
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| ni : 
ſome Conftable or other known Legal Officer; and that no 
Souldiers do otherwiſe interpoſe or medle with the executi- 
on of any of the ſaid Warrants then by aſſiſting of the ſaid . 
Conſtables, and we do hereby declare that all choſe who ſhall 
hereafcer be ſo hardy as to offend againſt this our Proclama» 
tion ſhall not only now receive countenance from us there- 


in, but ſhall be left to be proceeded againſt according to our 


Laws and incur our high diſpleaſure, as perſons doing their 
utmoſt to bring (ſcandal and contempt upon our Govern- 
ment, &c. | ; 
But this manner of proceedings of the Major General, his 
Officers and Souldiers is contrary hereunto, as alſo unto 
the Statute of Magna Charta, 9. Hen. 3. Chap. 29, & 253. Ed. 
3. chap. 4 & 28. Ed. 3. chap. 3. 42. Ed. 3. chap. 3. Which ex- 


| preſly ſayes ¶ No Free-man ſhall be taken nor impriſon:d , or be 


difſesſed of his Free- bold or Liberties, but by the Law of the Land; 
None ſhall be impriſoned unleſs it be by the Law of th: Land, and it 


s eſtabliſhed that from henceforth none ſhall be takes by Petition or 
Suggeſt ion, unleſſe it be by Indi@ment or Preſentment of the geod peo- 
ple of the ſame neighbourhood, in due manner, or by preceſs mage by 


Writ Original at the Common Law; Nor that none be put out of 
bis Franchiſes, unleſſe he be duely brought iu anſwer and fore-judg- 
ed of the ſame by the courſe of — if any thing be done againſt 


the ſame, it ſhall be redreſſed and holden for none. No man ef what 


eſtate or cendition ſoever he be, ſhall be taken and imp. iſoned, nor 
diſinberited without being brought in anſwer and due proceſſe of the 


. Law, &c.] Let the Statutes at large be read, and fully 
compared with the proceedings of Richard Brown, andthen 


let all wife men judge, whether it is we or he that are tranſ- 
greſſors of the Laws of the Land. I ſay, | 5 
By all which it is apparently manifeſt, that the mannerof 
our taking, and apprehending, and impriſonment, tis di- 


realy contrary to the Laws of the Land, and to the preſent 


Kings own intent, ſignified in his Proclamation before men- 
tioned; Vet notwichſtanding Richard Brown ſeeming to be 
a man neither regarding Law nor Reaſon, but caſting behind 
his back the Ancient Laws of England, hath thus proceeded 
as aforeſaid, in cauſing to be apprehended and impriſoned 
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late Proclamation mentioned, añd were we not of the ſpirit 


to forgive our enemies, and deſires not to render evil for e- 
vil to any man, how might che Major General, his Officers 
and Souldiers be dealt withall, who hath thus -proceeded 
contrary to the Laws of the Land, but we rather defire his 
repentance'if his daybe not over, and he given upfor deficu» 
&ion, then to deal with him after che meaſure he hath dealt 
to us, onely we can do no leſſe then publiſh theſe things to 
the World, and ſhall leave all ſober men to judge of chis 
caſe between him and us who are called Quakęerrs. 
And now hexe follows ſome ſhort account of theprocted; 

ings in general of the Court at the general quarter Seſ- 
fions at Old Baley in London, concerning the Priſoners a- 
foreſaid, who partly expected they ſhould have been proſe- 
cuted up6n che late Act of Parliament, being apprehended 
upon the pretence of the ſame, though contrary to both the 
letter and meaning of it, as we ſhould have made manifeſt 
if we had been indicted upon the ſaid Act; but as may be 
ſuppoſed, the Court either finding themſel ves not ſuffici- 
ently prepared, for want of due proceedings according to 
that Act, or otherwiſe wanting evidence againſt the Priſo- 
ners, or elſe having more envy to inflict upon us, then the 
late Act would give them ground for, either for theſe or 
ſome other reaſons the Court ſeemed to renounce the ſaid 
Act, and did not meddle wich it, nor proſecute it upon us, 


ſeeming thereby to render the work of the Parliament in- 


valid, who had thought good to małe his late Act on pur- 
poſe for us. 1 ITY INES 
Vet notwichftanding Indi&ments were drawn up againft 

about a hundred of us, in form and manner as hereafter 
ſhall be ſhewed ; and the twenty eighth day of the fourth 
month, being the ſeventh day of the week, about fifty of 
us were fetched out of the priſon by the Keepers, and led 
don to the Seſſions Houſe, the perſons aforeſaid mention · 
ed in the former part, being then pleading at the Bar; but 
no looner did we appear in the Court, but the Judges on 
the Bench cryed out away with them, carry them back a- 

ain, in a ſtrange kind of paſſionate mood; which accords 


ingly the Keepers did, and lockt us up again in the prifon, 


and 


| Te Juries for 
9 


and aboùt an hour afcer the As cameand hurried us 
out again down to the Court, and being brought into the 
Gourt, the Judges looking upon us, cryed again furiouſly, 


Away with them, carry them back again, lock them up, 


away with them, and ſuch like words, which the Goalers 
did; and thus twice were we hurried to and again, to the 
aſtoniſhment of the beholders, who could not but wonder 
to ſee-us ſo led up and down, to and again in ſo ſnort 2 

ace, like as if the Court having enmity enough againſt us, 
and could not tell how to inflit it, nor what to do, and 
this was the onely proceedings in Court towards us that 


— the firſt day of the fifth month, being the third day 
of the week, we were called to the Seſſions again about 80. 
of us, and placed at the Fellons Bar, many were called by 
their names in particular toanſwer to their Indict ments; for 


they were many of them Indicted in form and manner as 


hereafter is expreſſed (to wit.) 
London, ſſ. 
our Lord the King, do preſent upon 


i © their Oath, that late of London, &c. toge- 


tber with diverſe other perſons to the ſaid Juries, unknown 


to the number of 100. perſons ---=-< day of June, inthe 
fourteenth year of the Reign of our Lord King Charles 
the ſecond, of England, Scotland and Ireland, De- 
fendor of the Faith, Gc. with force and arms, & c. in 
London, &c. to wit, in the Pariſh of Saint Ann and 
Agnes, in the pos + Alderſ- gate London aforeſaid, 
ander pretence of performing Religious Worſhip,otherwiſe 
then bythe Laws of this Kingdom of England', in this 


Kingdom is eſtabliſped, unlawfully and tuarultuouſiy did 


gat her and aſſemble themſelves together to the great ter- 
rour of his Majeſties fp, oy to the di ſturbance of the 
peace of our now Lord the King, in contempt of our ſaid 
Lord the King and his Laws, to the evil example of, all 
8 x | others: 
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others in the like caſt offending, and againſt the Peace of 
our ſaid Lord and King, his Crown and Dignity, '&c. 
This is the form of the Indictment verbatim, being on chia 
wiſe Indi&ed , ſometimesten, ſometimes fix ,, ſometimes. 
ewo, more or fewer as the Clerk had ſeen good'to joyn us. 
together in ſeveral draughs of the Indictments, the Indi- 
ment being one and the ſelf ſame to all, which Indictment 
being read, they were called ſeverally to anſwer( ſometimes 
ten, and ſometimes ſix as aforeſaid, according as they were 
drawn up in the indictments) guilty or not guilty, in Form 
and Matter, as they were indicted; to which the Priſoners 
made a pauſe, and would not anſwer preſently neither gnil - 
ty or not guilty, but began to ſpeak ſomething to the Court, 
as about the manner and nature of their being apprebended 
and impriſoned by command of Alderman Brown, by his 
Officers and Souldiers, with force of Arms, contrary to the - 
antient Laws of the Land, and contrary tothe Kings late 
Proclamation as aforeſaid ; And ſome of the Priſoners did 
inſiſt much upon this, hoping to have had audience of the 
Court according to juſtice, and that the Court would have 
redreſſed this grievance,of being thus illegally and violent- 
ly apprekended and impriſoned, ſome being taken out of 
their own houſes by Souldiers, and ſome out of the Streets, 
and ſome our of their peaceable Meetings, & violently hur- 
ried to priſon without either Warrant from Magiſtrate or 
Civil Officer, contrary tothe Laws in that caſe made and 
provided as before is quoted; Thele things the Priſoners at - 
the Bar were ready to preſs again and again to the Court, 
before they would anſwer to their Indictments, alwayes cry- 
ing for juſtice, & the due execution of the Laws of the Land, 
but of this the Court ſeemed to take no notice, like as if there 
had been nothing of injuſtice in t heir being thus apprehend- 
ed and impriſoned as before is declared, neither were tbe 
riſoners ſuffered to ſhew at large the manner of their tak- 
ing and impriſonment, but the Court cryed ſtill, you muſt 
plead guilty or not guiley to your Indictment, alwayes preſ- 
ng it upon the Priſoners, to ſay guilty or not guilty, and 
would ſuffer no other thing to be fpoken by the Pri- 
ſoners, though diverſe of them had been taken up ü 


LY 
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way be ſuppoſed to be gailry of the Indictment ,: but the Paſo» 


out of the ſtrettund ſent te Newgate by Sduldiecsi, axdcoultbae 


ners might not declare any. thing of this kind, but aꝶrayes ĩt was 


preſſed upon them again and again to ſay. guilty or not guilty , to 


which at laſt ſeeing the Court would not bear them, many of che 
Priſone is anſwered not. guilty, of the matter not. ſorm of che In- 


dictment, for it is not unknorvn to the whole land but that the faid 
Indictment is utterlyifalſe, for we can appeal to all ſobet᷑ people, 
when or where we ever were found to meet with force of Armes, 
this has never beenour practiſe as the world knowes, and therefore 
Kis alye and af the Divelwho ever chargeth ic upon us: and-as 
for qur Meetings they have never been tumultuoùs on our parts, 
bur alwaies quiet and peaceable and in the fear of God aud not to 
the terror of the People nor to the diltarbance of the Peace of the 
King, not in contempt of the King and his Laws, nor to the evil 


example of any others, nor againſt the Peace of the King, his 


Crown or Dignity: all theſe things are utterly falſe ve call God, 
Angels and men to witneſs , and we leave it to the eternal God 
to determine thecaſe between us and eur Accuſers ;-iri the mean 
time we ſay woe unto them that makes lies their refage, God 


will ſweep them away wich the Beeſome of deſttuction. 


And when it was asked che Conte by ſome of the Priſoners 
what Statute or Act of Parliament they were indicted upon, the 
Recorder anſwered e were neither indicted upon any” Statute, 
Act of Parliament, or written Law, but were Indicted at Com- 
mon Law, though: what or where that Law is, the Nature and 


6 


Penalties of it, he did not diſcover as he ought to have done t 


the Priſoners, ſome of whom were ignotant concetting the ſame. 


And. divers of the: faid!: Priſoners! Having-pleaded/nor' guilty 


demanded a fair Tryal: fortwith according to Juſtice; and that 


their Accuſers might be brought forth, ſace to face , for they de- 
fired nothing more than a fair Tryal in:the face of that Aſſembly, 
(being many hundteds of people preſent looking on) to which 
the Court ànſwered — not be tryed till the next ge. 
ſſons-. hoy O 1217 344317 Sock on beo ty 0: 195 Ntil ron hat 
Thus Juſtice was deferred and * and the er 
tek IE e | 
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ien could. not be heard, and inſtead thereof the bonds of 
the poor prijaners ſirengthned,, and increaſed, chovghir was told 
them by the pti@ners , chat this was a Goal delivery of Newgate, 
and. they ſate-thers by che Coramiſſionof Ojer and Terminer, and 
{ they augheto.bear aud determine and deliver the Goale ; and it 
wat mich prefied upon mem Hr a preſtsr cryal, but ĩt would not 
be grant es by the Court, only it was told the Priſeners that if 
they vrould zie fuch and ſuch bayl (which could not in reaſon be 
donc) they might have their liberty till next Seſſions, all them 
chat had pleaded oor guilty; yy; ü | 

But divers of che Priſaners perceiwing chat they were not te 
bare their Tcy al chi Seſſiam, but were: avly to be ſent back to 
Priſon again, and allo being ſii pi iled irh his form of Indict- 
ment, nor expecting hut chat the Indictents would have been 
drawn upon this lateſt Act made againſt us; for theſe with fome 
other reaſons, they refi:ſed to plead at all, onely Rood much upon 
the nature af their being impriſaned contraty to Law, which 
might very well be inſiſted upon, ſecing it was ſo contrary to the 
lact and divers Statutes as before is ſhewed , and ſeeing the Priſo- 
ners could not be heard, divers of them did refuſe to plead at all , 
and would, got ſay neither guilty nor not guilty, whereupon the 
Court ſeemed to be highly difpleated, yet the Priſoners were nor 
without ſome good rcon of refuling:'to plead in their form; 
bowever the Court proceeded to ſentence: fuch as mutes, and told 
them they would rake their Indiftments pro coxfeſſs, and would 
judge them at guilty of all contained in the Indictment, thovgh 
the whole Court could vor be ſo ignorant but know that the faid 
ladictmænts were ſalſe, ſor we never ufed to meet with force of 
Armes, nor to the bycach-efthe paace, nor in contempt either of 
tbe King or his fawes, avithe lndictemedt figrũfies; yet notwitk- 
landing the Court did procead to Sentence divers of our Friends, 
25 mut, and fined them ſoing an hundred pound, and ſome an 
bundæed marks and commusrgd —— bay lor mainprize 
apm br ofltbe fbi. Ber «where chey remain at this pteſert, 
and not ſuffered to go abroad to look after their occaſions, though 
ncceũuy te quire it. di vs oi the m being poor houſekee pets in, and 
about chis City, _ . And 
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E 
And we perceiving how the Court intended co carry tha mattem 


againk us; ſome of our freinds were made to.cry our againſt ſuck 
| ſaw our Tryal was to be deferred; ami | 


cececdines , when they 
3 ar hs pleadedornot pleaded all-was one, to Prifanwemuſt 


guilcy of what was charged vpon us; And ene freind in particulat 
called to Richard Brown in theſe words, tellivg kim; he was not 


-goe, and chat was their purpoſe whether we were guilty, br nee 


fit to ſit there, for he cauſed the Son to hang the Father at Abing-. - 


ton, and fo told him he was a Murderer and he would prove ir, 
and bid him Repent with ſuck-like words, Now this ſame perſan 


had been a Souldier formerly under Richard Brownat Abington, 
Hereupon was ſome diſturbance in the Court & they ſeemed tobe 


diſpleaſed at this Charge, whereupan it was commanded that the 
perſon ſhould immediately be carried back te Priſon, and deuble 
Icons put upon him; which was done forthwith, though Richard 
Brown did not ſeem to deny the thing in the Court, nor clear him- 
ſelf from it, though it was very peremtorily charged upon him; 
at which ſome of the Priſoners were a little tronbled that any ſuck 
high tearms ſhould be giyen to any Magifirare: 
(whole place & Office we do teſpect & honaur } 


ed for it, and diſowned, and ſhould bear his own butchers; for they 
would not juſtiſie any man that ſhoulefalicly and:mabiciauſly ſpeak 


theſe words, and to this very purpoſe ane of the Priſoners wrote 2 
ad the ſamealſo de- 

firing ta know of him whether the thing was really true or falſe, 
enviouſly ſpoken the per - 


Letter the next day to Richard Broweconcerving 


konitying if theſe words were falſely an 
ſon ſhould be denyed by us, and dealt withal according ro the 


| Judg ment i ſlanderer and made an example, cc. ich Letter 


the Bench 
ſome of them 
did afterwards. ſpeake to the faid perſon that ii he had emviouſly = 
ſaid theſe words and could not prove therm true, he ſhopld be deny- 


| delinored. inte his hands, and he perceiving from cho ĩt 
came, immediately tore it in peices whileſt the Meſſenger was 


preſent and no other return ofit is until this da. 
Ali on the ſame day in the Court Alderman Brews: 
himſelf ſomewhat unſeemly en the Bench at divers times by 


"i 


his- 


: priings,plchdiling eee eee > | 
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him by eve bf the Priſoners how che Sonldiers violently hayled - 
Ninn, and bofe him upon their Muskets out ot the Meeting towards 
de Rribn, (ira vary Molent abuſtve manner ,": dangerons to have 
, poyled the Trike who was not willing to goe with the Sonldiers 


— 
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ia that they would not ſien him any warrant, for their apptehend- 


ing him as in equity he might refuſe to go2 not knowing , but that 
they might beRobbere, or Mactherers, ſeeing they had no War- 
ant Mom any c, Mayitirare for whar they did inthat caſe; and 
wileftrhefreind EY Relation or this at the Bari Richard 
Brown made anſwer tot his e ect, vie, If cheyſhoutd have dragged 
aim through all the Kennels in the ſtreets, they had ſerved him 
eight if he would not goe; ar hick furious (pzech ſome of our 
freinds: were moved to ſpeak rp the ſaid Richard Bows by wiyof 
reproof telling him he had many warnings and viticaciensifhthe” 
Love of God bur he had ſlighred them, and be was to be fealed id 


che wiach of God, and to this effect, c. Herevpon grew 


4 great diſturbance in the Court in ſo much that one of the Goalors 
came with his cane liſted up, and ſtruck: and bear divers of the 
Priſoners. chat were tſtanding at the Bar, not regarding whom he 


* r 2 — — 
* — — 4 


kit, ivſomuch divers were much bruiſed by his blows and this wis 
in tie very face ef the Court, and ſoine ſay Richard Brown was 

heard to ſay pull him down, others ſay he ſaid knock him down . 

bur we cannot certainly ſay whethet irwas, howe ver the difturb- 
ance was ſo great in the Coutt, and the blows ſo violent, that m- 
5 my of the Spectatets cryed ont and ſome ſaid ſurdet / murder; and 
1 asked if they wonld (ſuffer mens be murrhered in the Court, 


whereupon one of the Sheriffs in perſon came down from his ſeat 

to ſtill the people, and to ſtopthe man from beating the Priſoners, 
and many cryed out it was a ſhameful peice of work to ſuffer poor 

men to be beaten in that eruel mannet in the face of the Court, ald 

che like then hat never ſeen; but inſttad of reproof, Ad Brus 

ſaid re the Priſdners to this purpoſe, chat if their were any of them 
kild their blood ſhould be on their own head, as if ĩt were on pur- 
poſe to encourage the man to beat our freinds ; Alſs the common 
Hang - man ſtood amemg the Pfiſoners threatning chem, witha 

ar N | thing 


_ 
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thing, and ſo they were reſolved againſt the Priſonets to carty on 
their purpdſe againſt chem; and twas their main deligne to ſtopthe 
Priſoners from ſpeaking or declaring any thing of their caſe to the 
Court, and this was diſcerned by the ſpectators, and it was co 


much manifeſt by the Goalers Cane, and the Hang mans Gag, both 


there ready to ſiop the mouths of the Innocent, and toalfiighr 
them by their Inſtruments of cruelty, which were prepared again{i 
the poor Priſoners, that deſired nothing but juſtice and the dus 
execution of the Law, and that they might be heard to maniteit 
their caſe and unjuſt proceedings towards them hitherto, but it 


could not be obtained. 


- And having called divers Companies, for they were indicted 


in ſeveral Companies, ſometime fx, ſometimes more or fewer 


together accord as the Clark judged meet, as before I have ſnew- 
ed, this was their proceedings towards them all, they pur the 
Priſoners ſtricuiy to anſwer guilty or not guilty, and would hear no- 
ching elſe, and thoſe that ſaid not guilty, they took their plea and 
miſed them as Tryal next Seſſions, and.thoſe that would not 
plead they condemned as mutes, and took their Indictments pro 
Carfeſſo as is before ſnewed, and ſent them all back again to Pri- 
ſon as they had called them in particular cqmpanies, and before 
half of them were called over the Mayor left the Bench, he and 
his Officers and the Sword before him and paſſed quite away, the 
Recorder and two Aldermen being left on che Bench, yet they 
called ovet more oĩ the Priſoners and read their Indictments, and 
proceeded as before againſt them, notwithſtanding the Mayor and 
Sword (being the Authority of the City) were gone, and theſe 
continued about an hour after, and then ad journed the Court till 


| the ſeventh day following, which was to be the fifth day of this 


inſtant, the Court departedand all the Prifoners were cart yed back 
tothe priſon again, and this is the lum of the proceedings in Court 


_ che fiſt day of this month. 
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| (38) 
Here followts an Account of what paſſed the fifth day 
= of this- Mouth, | 


T* Court being come together in Old Bayley, the Priſoners 
4 were again had down to the Court, all them who had not been 
called the day before, and the Court being called and che Commiſ- 
lion read, priſoners ere ſet to the Bar and called in divers particu- 
lar companies, as the day before, and their Indictments read, the 
ſame in forme and manner, and alſo for matter as before is tran- 
ſcribed, to which, che priſoners were required to anſwer guilry 
or nat guilty , and according as they had done the day befere, ſo 
theſe would not immediately anſwer , guilry or not guilty, but de- 
fredto be heard as concerning the illegal apprehending and im- 
riſoning of them, having very much to ſay both from Law and 
eaſon, in that caſe preſſing very hard upon the Court for hearing, 
but was wholly denyed to be heard any thing but guilty or not 
guilty, to which at laſt ſorae anſwered not guilty, and thole the 
Goaler took into cuſtody again, the Court premiſing chem they 
ould be tryed the next Seſſions, and divers of the prifoners re- 
fuſed to anſwer in their terms, for which they were fined as the 
day before for Mutes, the Indiẽtment taken pre cenfefſs, though 
divers did in effect plead not guilty - in theſe words oneſaid I de- 
ny I am guilty, and I am not canſcious, and 1 can ſayTam not 
guilty and ao reiſſum, and ſuch words as theſe fignifying ſully in 
_ efle& not guilty, yet becauſe the very words in the ſame terms 
were not expreſſed, therefore they ſentenced them as mutes. So 
Krickt and narrow was the ſpitit of the Court, that not for want of 
| ſubſtance at all or true intent or meaning, but for want of form of 
ſpeech only were men condemned, and ſuch a fine impoſed upon 


them, and to lye in priſon till payment, and particularly ane. man 
being called ro anſwer to his Indictement, guiſtyor not guiſty, he 
Rood ſilent a little time, and did not preſently anſwer, having 
lomething from the Lord upon his ſpiric to ſpeak to them, then 


Alderman Brows ſcoffed and ſaid we ſhall have. a Revellation by — 
n the 


fear 


by, in a little time che perſon ſpoke ſeme words to them i 
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fear of God ſaying, Len long will you oppreſs the innacent! Hew 
long will you perſecuce Fry ghreons eel of God, &e, In which 
time of bis ſpeaking Alderman Brown cryed Aha, Aha, and ſaid 
will you have any Wellfleet Oyffers, and have you any Ki:chiu- 
faffe maids, thus icornfully imitat ing Oyſter women upon the 
Bench, and preſencly the perſon was taken way from the Bar, and 
alſo when a priſonet at the bar ſaid he could not for:conſcience iake 
forbear meeting among the people of God , it was replyed to him 
by Aldetman Brownin theſe words, Conſcience « deggs tail , Alſo 
when Alderman Adams ſpoke to one of the priſoners ſaying, I am 
ſorry ts ſee you here, ſorty ſaid Alderman Brown , What ſpould you be 
ſerry far, yes ſaid Alderman Adams yes he is a ſober man, then 
Broms replied there was never a ſober man amongſt them, yes 
ſaid Alderman Adams he will not be deunk , then Brews replyed, 
(drunk) it is not matter ifthey could not eat neither, and thus did 
Alderman Brown expreſs himſelf in ſuch terms divers times on the 
Bench, ſhewing ſuch paſſion and fury againſt the P:iſoners at the 
bar, that che ſpectators took much notice of him, diſcommending 
his Carriage exceedipgly , who ſhould have been an equal Judge, 
ficting in the place of judgement, and yet accuſed the Priſeners, 
and gave them threatning and deriding language not like the 
place of a Judge, inſomuch that it is beleived that the hearts of 
all the people were ſer againſt him to obſerve ſuch words and 
carriages from him who ſeemed not ro have words bad enough to 
expreſs of the poor priſonets, for at a certain time before, two Bay- 
lifts being upon thetr tryal for robbing a honſe, he told them 
(being then Mayor of the City) they were the vertieſt Rogues in 
Eng land except it were the Quakers, and thus he vented forth 
kimſelf continually agaiyſt the innocent. Wo Yo 

Thus was the Proceedings. that day in the Court, the priſo- 
ners being called in ſeveral companies as they was packt vp in In- 


dictments drawn up againſt them, till ſuch time they were called 


all over whom they had indiged; for they had not irdicted all 


the priſoners though generally, except ſome few all were taken 
ſiom Meetings as before s:thewed; And theſe they called tothe 


hat who were willing to declare their eaſe, and the nature and 


man- 
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for ic was the main weighty matter, that the Priſonats wobld have 


fut infifted upon and char according to both Law and Conſcience, 
tor they had both theſe on theit fide ro-condemne the manner of 


their apprehending, and imptiſoning, and the Priſoners cryed let 
us ſee the face of our accuſors what have you againſt us, and what 
have we done & we deſite j uſtice: &c. Bur inſtead of this the Oath 


of Allegiance was tendred to them, Alderman Brown often crying 
rothem(having no Indictment drawn nor any thing againſt them,) 


will you take the Oath, hold him the Book, what ſay you lay your 


hands upon ir, will you take it, &c. And thus he ſaid to divers, and 


the Pritonets deſired to reaſon the caſe with the Court, and to 


ſhe them that ir was not a faire not equal way of proceedinz, that 


they ſhould be impriſoned ptetendedly upon the aforeſaid late Act 
of Parliament for meeting together, and impriſoned ſome of them 
fix weeks, and ſome a month for that cauſe , and new expected 
their Tryal, and to ſee the face of their Accuſers, and for 


them now to have the Oath rendred to them, ſeemed to be hut a 


Trap and Snare to encreaſe their bonds, when as they could prove 
nothing againſt chem on the Act for which they were pretendedly 


' impriſoned and now to tender the Oath to them,whom they knew 
before, for Conſcience ſake would refuſe to ſwear, this ſeemed to 


be no good Juſtice nor faire dealing, and further it was deſired ro 


be ſhewed unto them that the Statutes requiring the Oath of Alje- 


giance was never intended for us, as the very titles and preambles 
ot the Statutes do ſhew 30 Iacobi Chap. 4th. and the 7th. Chap. 


manner of their takiꝭig and impciſoning as otheis attempted to do; 


6. and ir would have been ſhewed them that it was altogether 


improper, and not according to the true intent and meaning of the 
laid Statutes to tender the Oath to us, at that time and on that 
occaſion eſpecially , and that ir appeared they made uſe of the 


Orth now meetly as a Snare , and this was told them thongh they 


refuſed to hear much, what could be (aid in this caſe by the Priſo- 


ners, but kept them cloſe to the queſtion, will yen take it, or. 


will you not; Alderman Broms always crying hold them the Book; 
hold them the Book, but the Priſoners for Conſcience ſake Cold 


. 


not ſxear at all eſpecially upon that occafion ſeeing the Oarh was | 


only 


accuſe them, and theſe were required by 


(a1) 


only put to them as a ſnare , whereupon the Court proceeded ta 


king eheir refuſal; though ſome did not abſolutely deny to ſwear, 

bur defired firſt to reaſon the caſe with them, and ſent-nced thein 
to be had back again to priſon, there to lye without bayl or Main- 
pize, till they rake the ſaidoath : And ſuch manner of proceeding 
we lcave the world to judge of, though we are like to ſuffer by it, 
that inftead of being brought to a legal tryal for the fault ſuppoſed 
againſt us, and for which we had ſuffered divers weeks impriſon- 
ment, and no accuſor appearing againſt us, nor yet legally deliver- 
ed by due cour'e of Law as we ought to have been, bur on the 
contrary ſtill to deteyn us in Priſon to the ruening of our perſons 
and Families, if the mercy of God prevent not; Now to proffer 
the Oath to us ſo unſeaſonably and not according to their own 


Laws by which that Oath is required, let the Lord determine 


thiscaſe. ä | | 
And alſo there were ſeveral of the ſaid Priſoners brought to the 


| Bar, that had never been before any Magiſtrate fince their being 
apprehended by the rude Souldiers (as before is declared, ) a 


crayed to Newgate, and never hrought before any civil Magiſtrate 
nor examined, neither had any lggal Commitment not according 
to the Lawof the Land, and ſome of theſe were called by name 
in the Court, and neit her Indictment againſt them, not any to 

the Court to put in Baile 
for their appearance the next Seſſions, which the Priſoners were not 
willing to do becauſe in all reaſon and Law, they ſhould have 
been diſcharged . becauſe no man appeared againſt them; and it 
was counted an unreaſonable thing among the Heathens, for Feſtus 
did account ĩt an unreaſonable thing ro ſend a Priſoner and not to 
Ggnifie the crime againſt him, Acts 25. 27. ver. And according to 
the Laws of England it ought not to be done, but theſe were ſent 
co Priſon and nothing charged againſt them, nor never brought be- 
fore legal Authority to examine them before they were imptiſon- 
ed, and when they were brought to the Court, no man appear- 


ing to accuſe them, and yet ſtill deteyned cloſe priſoners, and not 


releaſed according to the due courſe of Law, if this be Juſtice we 
are yet Ignorant and know nothing, mw it is not long fincea Judge 
2 | | | upon 


— 
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upon the Bench ( vic.) NMiudbam in the Lent Aſſies 1660, holden 
at Thetferd for the County of Norfolkg., did openly reprove ſome 


ef the Juſtices upon the Bench, becauſe they committed men to 
Priſon and had bound over none to peſecute them, nor had any e- 


vidence againſt chem in the Court, when the Priſoners were at the 


Bar; which practice ofthe Juſtices was ſharply reproved by the 
ſaid Judge on the Bench, as well it might be; and chis was parti 


the caſe of theſe Priſoners comtnitted to Priſon, and brought to 
the Bar, and no accuſet againſt them, neither Proſecutor nor evi- 


dence, and we know it is uſual to make Proclamation in the 


Court, when Pciſoners ſtands upon their deliverance, if any can 
come forth and accuſe them, otherwiſe to be diſcharged, but in- 
ſtead of doing us this Juſtice , when no Proſecutor nor evidence 


was againſt us, then put him the Oath and ſee if he will ſwear, and 


let him give Baile and put in ſecurity, or elſe ſend him to Priſon 
again; From this kind of Inftice good Lord deliver us. 
And againthere was divers had been Priſoners, for ſome weeks, 


whoſe names they had not, for they had refuſed till that time to 


tell their names, and then being asked by the Court the reaſon 
why they did not tell their names, it was replied by the Priſoners 
becauſe they had never yet been br 

nor befote any that had legal Authority to gemand their names, 
and they did not refuſe as though they were afraid to tell their 
names, for they had done nothing for which they had a reaſon to 
deny their names, but being ſeized upon in that manner in their 


Meetings by a company of rude Souldiers , more like murtherers 


then men intruſted with any Authority to ſeize upon men, and the 


lad done andſhould refuſe to tell theirmames to ſuch kind of per- 


ſons, though they were ready there to tell there names tothe 
Magiſtrate, which accordingly ſome of them did, yet notwithſtand- 
ing they were all ſent back to Priſon again, like as if that Sentence 
had been determined dy the Court, whatſeever their caſe ſheuld 
appearto be, ſc witheur either exception of perſons or caſes allof 


our freinds that appeared before them were recommitted to cloſe 
Priſon, there to remain we know not how long, even till God a- 


riſe and plead our Cauſe, for as appeates the Rulers are reſolved 
h Ju x | whether 


ought before a Civil Magiſtrate 


— 


whether by Law, without Law, or contrary to Law, to keep ut 


A 


in Priſon without releif, though we have Juſtice and Truth of our 


| fide, and are peaceable men in. life and converſation according to 


Truth, and no man can detect us, and are peceable and quierin our 


Meetings, and deſires nothing but that we may live a quiet life in 


all Godlineſs and honeſty under the King. 


Ihre followeth a actaum how ſeveral of the aforeſaid Priſoners were 


aſed by Alderm an Richard Bron, when firft brought before him. 


Tac Merrit, coming before him, he canſed his har to be pulled 
off with great violence, and becauſe it being put in his hand, he 
covered his head therewith, the ſaid Rich. Brown ordered it to be 
ulled off, ſo that his head might be pulled down, which was done 
with ſuch violence, and as if they would have broke his neck. 
John Brain he ing taken inthe ſtreet and not in any meeting, was 
laid hold on and garded before Richard Brown with a band ot Soul- 


diers, and one of the Officers with his Halbord had ar the end 


thereof a nail drove in, and run ic at the peoples fides which Rood 
in the yard near the mouth in Martins Lans: and when the above- 
named party was beſore the ſaid R. Brown, he gave order that he 
ſhould be pulled down. to the ground fix or ſeven times, & when he 
was down they beat his head againſt the ground and ſtampt upon 
him, and when that he wasriſen again, this Kis hard Brown bad them 
to pull off his noſe allo, whick they ſpared not to aſſay to do, pulling 
him violently by the noſe, and when he aroſe again they puiled him 


to che ground by the hair of the head, and by the hair they pulled 


him up again, andwhen he would have ſpoken in his own behalf, 
ſeeing ſuck cruelty was uſed upon him, Richard Browns bad them to 
ſtop his mouth, whereupon they ſtruck him on the mouth and ſtop- 
ed his noſe and mouth alſo, by which means he could not fetch his 
breath for a time, and ſs they played with their fingers upon his 
mouth which was an object of deriſjon for Richard Brown, who 
laughed at the cruel and inhumane actions, andat the end ſent him 
to Jayle not having any juſt ground for it. 
ho, Spire being brought before R. Brown, he commanded his 


hat to be pulled off, and becauſe ic * not done with ſuch violevce.. 
| os 2 as 


* 
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F as he intended, he cauſed it to be put upon his head again, ſaying it 
if ſhould nor be pulled off ſo eafily, and when ke bid thar ir ſhould be 


pulled off again, it was done with ſuch force as the (aid 7ho, Spire 
vas pulled up from the ground by the hair of his head, and becauſe 


when Richard Brown asked his name he did not tell ir preſently. he 


commanded the Souldiers to ferce open his mouth, which they did 


with ſuch violence as they made ir bleed. | 
- William Hill being brought befere him as aboveſaid, he com- 
manded his hat to be pulled off ſo that his head might be bowed 
down, which was done ſo that they bowed him down to the ground, 
and being pulled to the ground, Richard Brown commanded-he 
ſhould be pulled up by the hair of the head which was done, and 
becauſe he did not tell him his name preſently when he asked, he 
cauſed che Souldiers inde:ifon to open his mouth by force. 

Toba Cook being brought before him, he commanded his hat co 


be pulled off ſo that his head might be bowed down, ſo a ſouldier 
pulled it off and bowed him neet the ground and pulled off part of 


the hair of his head. I | 
. Arthur Bakgr being brought before him he cauſed his hat to be 
pulled off with ſuch violence as his body was bowed down to the 


very ground, x | 
Geo. Ableſoy being brought before Alderman Brown , he cauſed 


his hat inſtead of pulling off, to —— hard on to his head, and 


ſo plucked ĩt downward rill his y was ferced co the ground, and 


when they had plucked him up by the hair of the head, he com- 


manded them to pluck him dewn again, which he did for five times 
one after another, and they plucked him up again by the hair, till 
the fides of his head were ſore, and his neck alſo much pained for 
ſome daies after, and he received a blow on the face which cau- 


ſed him to ſtagger neer the ground, and with their violent pulling 


down his hat over his face, cauſed his noſe to bleed. 

Mie. Blithheld being brought before him, coming wich nis uſu- 
al Garments, he took off his hat with both hands, endeavouring to 

pall him down to the ground, and in regard he fell not quite tothe 

ground forwards, then he pufnt him to throw him backwards, and 

then he thruſt him out of his houſe , and gave him a kick on the 

leg, and chruſt him out of his yard. The, 
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Thomas Lacy being brought betore him, he asked his name, and 
becauſe he did not tell it him preſently violently. ſhuf d him out of 


his houſe, and the Alderman himſelf gave him a blow on the face, 

and with his hands violent ly ſhuf d him out of the yard, ** 
After this manner were che proceedings of Alderman Brown to- 

wards theſe perſons, and divers others of the priſoners that were 


brought before him, ſe ſhamfol for a Magiſtrate, that tis ſcarce. fir 


to be mentioned. being a reproach to the Government , that a Mi- 


| niſter of the Law ſhould beat and abuſe people contrary to the 


Law, and ſuch is the violence of that ſpirit by which he is acted 
againſt the people of God called Quakers, that he hath often given 
very threarning words behind their backs, to divers perfons that 


have modelily and diſcreetly enquired of him about that people: 


as char their eſtates ſhould firſt wholly be taken away, and then 
he would ſend them into Countries without Inhabirant to be de- 
voured of wild beaſts, and to be tory: in peices by ſavage creatures, 
and if they had any children they ſhonld be left upon the Pariſhes 
where they dwelt, and the Pariſhes ſhould be forced to maintain 
them; further often ſaying, he would not give over to impriſon 
them, and afflict them as long as therè was ene of them le'r alive. 
with ſuch like tlireat ning words expreſſed, which can be witneſſed 


by divers that heard him, and theſe actions and T his doings 
e 


and threats before mentioned truly conſidered by wiſe and fober 
men, It js left to their judgements whether this man be a reaſona- 
ble Judge over this poor people, who thus endeavours and threa- 
tens their deſtruction, and whether he appears not to be their ab- 
ſolate enemy rather then their equal Judge well if theſe procee- 


dings proſper long it muſt be when there is no God, as one of the 


laid Prifoners expreſſed at the Bar: and if theſe waies and actions 
bring honour, and happineſs to the Covernment and to the King, 
then we may ſay God regards not the cry of the afſliſted, but he hath 

ceaſed to be juſt in his jadgments, nay it was well obſerved by one 
very lately who came only. in love to viſite the ſaidpriſoners in 
Newgate ; one that loves and honours the King as much as any 
man, (to his power and command that he bath under him) none 
excepted, in theſe words he was perſwaded, that the ſaid Brown was 
one of the greateſt Enemies that the King had alive this day, and 


that by ſuch his cruel proceedings, he turned the kearts of his ſub- 
| | 5 - jects 


cept the matters and canſes be forthwith regulated, ) ſome Judge- 


the Officer commanded the Souldiers to look to us the priſoners, 
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jects fromhim; aid canſed the affections of his his people to be 


.abared; and ſuch proceedings cannot but undoe us all in the end 


8c, And indeed if wile men do but conſider it as the matter truelyß 
is, they will eaſily give theit Judgements accordingly, though yet 


we are fifferergand may ſuffer yet more, if it were even to death or 


biniſhment yer cheſe things do make in their tendancy and effect, 
tothe ruine of the King ani his Government, if it prove not ſo, (ex- 


mont is departed from me, but in ages to come it will be witneſ- g. 
V ' 7 5 the people of God being met together in a peaceable 

/ meeting at the Ball and Mouth upon the 13th, day of the 
fifrh Month, there came in a Leivetenant with ſeveral files of 
Fouldiers, with Swords, Guns, and match lited , and laid violent 
hands on us, and told us that they had an Order to Carry us away, & | 


| 
1 


whileſt he went and ſearcht the Room for others, and came out 


and ſaid that there was no more men, but commanded the Soul- 


diers to ſecure us the Priſoners, and ſo had us away to Pauls-yard | 
and put us up into a Room, and ſet a guard of ſouldiers on us until 
they came and fetch us away. | | 

Then about an hour or two after the Officers with their weapons 
and Canes, and Souldiers came rudely again into the Meeting with 
their Muskets and lice matches, Crying which is he, wkich is he, 
and layd violent hands on two of us, and hayled us out by force the 
Officers giving charge to the Soudiers to 159k to their Priſoners, 
who kept us in the ſtreet while they haled the reſt out. Alſo one 
called Leivrenant Newlaud taking one of us in the yard, who was 
not in the Meeting, cartyed is all to Pauls where they kept us for a 
time, with the freinds they had taken before, and then brovghr vs 
all to Newgate, vhere we remained ſei eral hours, being then taken 
gut agein hfreen in number „ by a Captain and ſouldiers, and they 
brought usbeſore Richard Brown, and he commanded os to ſtand - 
bare, we being innocent ſtanding ſtill, one pulled oft our Hats, he 
bad pull them off head and all to gronnd, then he called for one of 
ns to come nearer , and he asked my name, I told hin:, and the 
place of my aboad, which when he heard he ſaid, they ate ſent for | 


all the Nation over, I ſaid nay, we are not ſent for, but we are ſent, | 
ES | he | 
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eto be he alſo ſaid that a Quaker ſhopld not have a being in England ig 


he end which Ianſwered, The Quakers hill have a being in England when 
truely all theſe bodys of quis are layd inthe duſt; thenthey being in con- 
gh yet on about taking us, having nothing to lay toreur'charge worthy 
ath or | of bonds, Alderman Brommfaid having ont Hats gn Was Enobgh, ſor 
effect, it was condemnation to keep the hat on; 1 aske him to ſhewme 
„(ex- by what Law, then he was full of wiath & commanded to take me 
dage- to Priſon, and to put me by my ſelf among the Fellons, I being vio- 
cneſ- 4 lently haled out, I ſpake as I went out, and one called a Captain 
© | daſhed me on my face with his ſtaffe that made me to ſpit bloed 4 

able ſo away to Newgate | was (ent and put in the darke hole; the ſ id 


frhe Alderman commanded them when I was out, to put a Gag or 
es of 2 Handcarchit in my mouth, and after he ſent twelve more of them 
lent tome, who were alſo put in the hole where che condemned men 
y,.& are put after Sentence; and two freinds he ſent to Bridewel, and we 
ers, yet remaine in common Goale in Nengate amongſt Fellons, and 
ont ve are Priſoners for the truth of the moſt high God. | 
S103 John Shield, Rob. Pete, Anthony Skelington, c. 


_ a 1 as "om ye have heard of the proceedings thus far, and the preſent ſtate of 
nt il oui caſe is, we are now about Seven ſcore of us Priſoners in this place, 
remaining upon the accounts before mentioned, and divers of our freiads 


ons when they were firſt brought into Newgate , were put into a very dark naſty 
ich flinking place called the hole, where they always put the condemned per- 
h ſons between their Sentence and Execution, and ſome of our freinds have 
C5 been kept there 24 hours, and then put up into the Chapel,ſo many tegetker 
he that they could not all ly upon the floore , but were creuded and thronged 
is, in a pittitull manner, ſome 'aying in Hamacks, and ſome no lodging at all, 
de bur divers have bien neſſitated to lay upon the Leads all night without 
8 doors, and ſo thronged have we been within, that we have been near ſtiffled 
as with extraerdinaty heart, in ſo much that it hath been dangerous to cauſe 
ra | fickneſles and diſeaſes, bur the mercy ot the Lord hath preſerved us general- - 
vs | Jy in health, except ſome few who have been viſited with ſick neſs for a time, 
-n and only two are departed this life, one of which was a freſh lively young 
y | man, and being pur into the dark noyſome hole before mentioned, where 
A condemned perſons are pat, he took his ſickneſs there, and on his death-bed 
Fa often he would cry our pf the noyſome ſtinking Priſon, as the occaſion of his 
1 diſtemper, ang alſo it was the Judgement of both the Jurys, that paſſed on 


8 en each of the dead bodys; (for any ef the priſoners dying, a Jury muſt paſs 
| upon them to finde out the cauſe of their death,) That though they dyed of 


5 * Natural fickneſs , to wit Feavers, yet the occaſion of their fickneſs might 

poſſible be theic ſtraight impriſonment in ſuchinoyſome Priſons and ſo many 

_— regether, yea are not all theſe things regarded but we axe Kill thronged ups 
s . , ; 4 an 
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and deteyned in criti bonds being a great many poo” men 4 ongſt us, whoſe, * 
poor famalies are expoſed to ruine thereby, their poor wives and Children 
crying our daly for want of husbands and fichers.,- their Trads ruined , and 


2 
8 "a 


their Cuſtomers;complaining , and thus the ruine of many is yhreatned/by; 
realon of this hard impriſonmenc, yer Tictle notice at all can be taken of this 
by any in Authority, gut all hearts ſhut up and pitty and comp aflion fled a- LIN 


way, and che inne fuffer ing under the oppreſſions of men and no min 
regards it, and die deep ſenſe of this our ſuffe. ing being upon our Brethten 
that ate at Liberty, and ueſi ing in their ſouls ro be inftrumenral ſome way 
tor our releit, being one with" us in the cacſe for which we do ſuffer, Were 
moved of the Loid about hij ty ot them to preſent theſe following lines in 


” * 


manuſcript as directed. 
To the Mayor and Sheriffs of the City of London. 


Loruim uch as it hate ſo come to baſs, that many of our friends to the number of 7 


ſtore are now cloſe ſriſoners in Newgate, being violently taken and h 419d by © 


rae Souldiers, and cymed men odd of our peaceabte meetings, which we hold only ſo; 
the worſhip of Go whereas divers of the [21d priſoners are very poor mea, ſume f 
them being poor houſekeepers & others among then poor ſervants in Huboutthu city, 
axd by raſon of ih ir cloſe impiiſonwent, not being permitted by their keepers to goe 
bout any of their occafoas though neciſſity often required it; and fora much as the 
Families of tive ſaid poor Priſoners are expoſed to utter ruine, by reaſott of thi ſaid. 
1mpriſanmcnt aud al ſo being hept ſo many togetber in cloſe noyſome rooms in this Sum- 


wer ſcaſon, math occaſioned diſeaſes and ſicneſs, ix ſo much that two of them are. 


d-prted this life, and others are ſick at this preſent , aud more liable to the ſame 


danger, if not timely prevented; Thrrefore we their ſreands and brethren be 


one with them in their ſufferings, and afflict d with them, an do mn the, ſ ame cauſe, ' 
for which they ſuffer ; do deſsre that you mond tate into your -onfpdcrations their ſad 
eſtate, and finde ſome way bow they may be reletved, thu the. Fomiltes nay not be 
uttexly ruined, nor their perſons expoſed to deach , and if no other way cau be found | 
ſorthnjr releif , if they may not haue their Liberty 10 follow bir occaſions for 
ſome N. or until ſuch time as you ſhall call far th; which we deſtre on their 

© bchatfs 

a5 % foal appa'ut them; and if no other way can be found, then we d certaine num-" | 


ver. of -us do preſtnt pus badies to jou, offering them freely to relieve our afflitted, and 


PL 


«And art here rad! to give our words that thtyſhatl b.com? Priſoners again Bk 


appreſſed ht nern, and are" icady to ge into their places, and ſuffer as Priſon: is n 


their rroms for jour ſecurity.t9at ſo many of the pooxeſt.of them (us we are here) may 
have their liberty to go about their needfull occaſtons, whether is be ſor ſome weckt, 


erf till you ſhall call for them, as you ſee meet in your wiſdoms, " allagphich we do in 


humility of heart and ſenceriiꝝ of our mints in the fear af God nnd Tove to our bres 
thren, that they may nut periſh in Priſon, ang 12 lo veto jeu that Tinacext blood an!! 
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op preſſion may not come upon yoh but be prevented from ever being charged again! 
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